The value to the clinician of the differential blood count is very frequently questioned
* and yet few people will deny that in certain specific morbid conditions specific alterations occur in the numerical proportions of the leucocytes normally present in the blood. Is it then the method by which these cells are counted on which doubt is cast ? I am afraid that it is.
In a certain military Ihospital to which I was attached as pathologist during the war it was the practice of the medical officers in charge of wards to send a blood film, made by themselves or by a nurse, to the laboratory with a request for a differential blood count, from every case iof doubtful fever that was admitted to their wards. 
